Formulating an issue-based question.   Follow the prompts on page 153.

1. Refine your topic by expanding it into a phrase.

a. I am interested in the consequences of ____________________________________.

b. I want to describe what it means to be _____________________________________.

c. I am interested in discussing the causes of __________________________________.

2. Explain your interest in the topic

a. I am interested in the consequences of ______________ because it challenges _______________________________________.

3. Identify an issue by considering what is open to dispute.

a. The persistence of ___________ contradicts my belief in __________________.

4. Formulate your topic as a question. Use your question to focus your inquiry. This template will need the most adjusting to fit your own topic.
a. To what extent can we allow __________________________ to persist in a democratic nation that prides itself on __________________________________________.

5. Acknowledge your audience by reflecting on what readers may know about the issue, why they may be interested and what you would like to teach them.

a. I am interested in ________________ because I want people who believe in _____________ to understand that we need to __________________ to make sure that ______________.
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