I Have Your Comments – What Now?
It can be difficult to know what to do when an instructor returns a paper to you.  Should you wad it up and toss it in the trash?  (No.)  Should you file it away in case you want to look at it later?  (Yes, but not quite yet.)  Should you read through the instructor’s comments and try to understand what she means by them?  (Yes!)

Okay, that part wasn’t so hard.  But what do you do with all the comments?  The use of portfolios in English 131 means that you need to read and understand your instructor’s comments and suggestions, but even in classes where revision is not an option, taking the time to understand the response your instructor had to your writing (beyond just the grade!) is a vital part of your learning experience.

What follows is a guide to understanding and making use of paper comments.

Step One:  Read the Comments

I know, it seems obvious, but take some time to sit down and read through the comments – you can’t really digest them by skimming at the end of class when you get the paper back.

· Can you read them?  Some instructors have terrible handwriting.  If you aren’t sure what a comment says, ask!  Remember, the instructor is writing these comments because he or she feels that you would benefit from reading them – no one will be upset if you ask for help deciphering a cryptic note.
· Can you understand them?  What is obvious to an instructor isn’t always obvious to you.  If you come across an abbreviation you aren’t familiar with, or you feel that the instructor has misconstrued what you wrote, or you just don’t know how to fix something labeled “awkward construction,” ask!  This is what office hours are for, after all.

Step Two:  Read the Paper

Yes, you wrote it, but that doesn’t mean you remember everything you wrote.  Besides, it’s not the same paper anymore – now it’s a paper-with-comments.  Reread it in the context of the comments.

Step Three: Respond to Each Comment

Think of this as a conversation.  If your instructor has asked you questions, answer them.  If your instructor has noted errors, acknowledge them and note how to fix them, or explain why they aren’t actually errors.  If your instructor has brought up additional points to consider, think about how they might be worked into your paper.

Step Four: Develop a Revision Plan
Write up a ½- to 1-page document detailing how you plan to revise your paper.  This should respond to the feedback you have received, but may also include other changes that have occurred to you on rereading, or ideas you were unable to incorporate when you initially wrote the paper.  If you instructor has suggested changes that you feel are inappropriate, be sure to document why you are choosing not to make those changes.
