Strong vs. Weak Claims

How can you tell a strong claim from a weak one?  Here are some traits of a strong claim:

· A strong claim takes a stand.

· A strong claim justifies/promotes discussion.

· A strong claim expresses one main idea.

· A strong claim is specific.

· A strong claim is arguable.

Practice: Examine each of the claims below and determine what makes them weak or strong.  For examples 4 and 5, rewrite the weak claim to make it strong.
	Weak Claims
	Strong Claims

	1. World hunger has many causes and effects.
	1. Hunger persists in Appalachia since jobs are scarce and farming the infertile soil is rarely profitable.

	2. My family is an extended family.
	2. While most American families would view consanguineal marriage as a threat to the nuclear family structure, many Iranian families, like my own, believe that these marriages reinforce kinship ties in an extended family.

	3. Companies need to exploit the marketing potential of the Internet, and web pages can provide both advertising and support.
	3. Because the internet is filled with tremendous marketing potential, marketing companies should exploit this potential by using web pages that offer both advertising and customer support.

	4. Technology is really bad.
	4. 

	5. I would have to mention that people spend lots of time on the internet in these modern times.
	5. 


