English 131(A) Portfolio Requirements 

The final class portfolio will include the following:

· Three to five showcase papers selected by you to be evaluated on the basis of the outcomes, including at least one of the two major papers (all showcase pieces should be revised).
· Compendium: original copies of all major and short paper drafts with my comments

· a cover letter that makes an argument for how your portfolio selections demonstrate the four course outcomes.

· [optional] any peer review comments and rough drafts that help you to illustrate your development and fulfillment of outcome four (note that the first draft of each major paper are required in the compendium).

Any portfolio that does not include all of the above will be considered incomplete.  Furthermore, any portfolio in which assignments fall significantly short of their requirements will also be considered incomplete. Remember that turning in an incomplete portfolio means that you cannot pass the course.

Format Requirements: This is standard from most of the papers in class:

1. Times New Roman Font, 12 pt.
2. Double spaced (this does not include the cover letter or Short Assignment 4, the annotated bibliography, if you are using that as one of your selections)

3. 1-inch margins
4. MLA standards of documentation - In-text citations and a Works Cited page (as needed)

5. A title for each piece, so that you can refer to the title in your cover letter, instead of, for example, “Short Paper 2.1.”
Cover Letter / Reflective Essay Assignment:


The cover letter, in many ways, represents the goals of this course in the most thorough and complete form.  In this letter, which will be broken up into sections, you will construct an argument that places your writing within the English 131 Portfolio Evaluation Rubric (see following pages) and that uses an analysis of your own writing selections as evidence.  Everything that we have been working towards in class has been building towards this assignment, which is designed to allow you to demonstrate your own fulfillment of the course outcomes in several ways:

1. Meta-perspective – One of the main concerns of this class has been to assist you in constructing a critical and analytic perspective on your own writing, thereby allowing you to take that viewpoint into other writing situations beyond the English 131 classroom.  The cover letter is a means for you to demonstrate your proficiency in this area.  By showing me where your writing fulfills each course outcome, you will be simultaneously proving your ability to effectively critique your own writing.
2. Explanation – It is up to you which of your papers you choose to submit and revise as the best examples of your work.  Your cover letter should explain to me why you chose to use these particular papers.  In addition, you should also explain what revisions you have made and why.  Using the outcomes, describe how the work that you have chosen illustrates your strengths (and weaknesses) as a writer, reader, and thinker.
3. Argumentation – The main goal of the content of the cover letter itself is to argue for a specific interpretation of your performance based on the Portfolio Evaluation Rubric.  Utilizing the argumentation techniques that you have been practicing all quarter, tell me why you have achieved a certain level of proficiency.  Be aware that while you are arguing, you are also framing my own reading and directing it to the strongest points of your writing.
Your grade on the portfolio will depend partially on your performance on the cover letter itself, so be sure to take it seriously.

