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Lesson Plan: Using “Tools for Close Reading Theory”

This handout – and lesson plan – can be used for almost any kind of reading assignment (not just theory). I usually give them this sheet the first time we discuss a reading in-class, and ask them to keep it for the quarter. It develops our vocabulary as a community, so that by the third or fourth discussion the students know exactly what I mean when I ask them “what are the stakes of the argument?”

How I usually run the class:

1. I explain the “why” of this exercise: it doesn’t let you say “no” to a text (Evaluation) until you can clearly say “yes” to all the elements and nuances of the argument first. I tell students that – even if they hated a reading – they have to be able to understand not only the argument but also how it works before they can critique it.
2. Small group work. Ask the students to parse the reading together. The first time we do this, I might focus one just Part 1 (Argument/Logic) or Part 2 (Form/Rhetoric). While they’re working (and taking notes!) I write the categories on the board.

3. After a set amount of time, we reconvene, and the groups report out. I list what they’ve deciphered on the board, in the different categories. An interesting and layered interpretation of the reading will emerge: how the argument is made, what’s at stake, and why the students think it matters.

4. Part 4 (Evaluation) is often an excellent place to have them begin their writing. Having established the basis of the argument and its rhetorical moves in class, the students are prepared to write a much more savvy and evidence-based evaluation of the reading.
Tools for Close Reading Theory

ARGUMENT /LOGIC (the “what” of rhetorical analysis)

Claim: major argument(s)

Reasons: reason(s) the argument is being made

Underlying Assumptions: what assumptions propel or undergird the argument(s)

Key Analytic Terms: terms that structure the theoretical foundation of the text 

Evidence: how the text backs-up its arguments; the “proof”
FORM/RHETORIC (the “how” of rhetorical analysis)

Style: the genre of the text

Mood/Tone: the emotional effect created by the text

Rhetorical Emphasis: the rhetorical effect of the text – to open up questions, to critique a way of

          thinking, to provide alternatives, to define a concept in a new way

Key Figures of Speech: how the effect is produced – analogy, metaphor, understatement,

             rhetorical question, hyperbole, simile, imagery, irony, sarcasm, idiom

SIGNFICIANCE (the “why” of rhetorical analysis)

Context: the historical, political, social and economic context of the production of the text

Key Interventions: what conceptual work is this text intervening in and why

Implicit/Explicit Stakes: why it’s important to care about this intervention; the “so what”

EVALUATION

Interpretation: your own evaluation and interpretation of the text

Critique: your critique of the text – why certain aspects are “wrong” – the reasoning is faulty, the

   assumptions are racist, the argument is circular, the evidence doesn’t match the claim, the

   stakes are useless or misguided, the rhetorical style is messy

Alternatives: provide alternatives to the text’s arguments

