English 131O (Cabral)

Alternative Text Assessment Letter

If we understand alternative discourse as something other but on par with traditional academic discourse, we cannot simply substitute one grading criteria for another.  In order for me to evaluate the successfulness of your text on its own terms, on what you seek to accomplish specifically within the text, you must tell me how and why you constructed the argument the way you did.  Create a letter to the reader in which you detail at least 3 specific rhetorical conventions you used in this argument and why you used them.  Think about the things your reader might be curious about and explain what the purpose/function of the strategy was.  For example, if you use personal experiences you might say your purpose was to make an emotional appeal that invests the reader in the argument and conveys a sense of urgency and reality to the situation.  Strategies you included to produce this result might be the use of first person, inclusion of dialogue, and a lot of sensory detail.  You would then explain how each of these conventions works in relation to your argument.  Similarly, if you utilize alternative visual presentations, you will want to explain why certain parts of the text appear as they do.  Remember that a criterion everyone is shooting for is to create an intellectually rigorous academic argument.  You might mention how you achieved this goal in this alternative piece (either by using a traditional tactic or an alternative one).  What did you do to keep it an intellectually rigorous academic argument?

Begin your letter with “Dear Reader.”

You only have one night to complete this activity.  Letters must be posted by 12pm Thursday.  Keep all letters in the “Alternative Text Assessment Letter” conversation.
