English 131O (Cabral)
Rhetorical Analysis In-Class Activity

After reading James Baldwin’s “If Black English Isn’t a Language, Then Tell Me, What Is?” (p261), and “Pledge for Children” (p506) answer the following questions in relation to each text:

Group 1:

· What is the purpose of the argument?  What does it hope to achieve?  How do you know?

· Who is the audience for this argument?  How do you know?

Group 2:

· What appeals or techniques does the argument use—emotional, logical, ethical?  Find examples in the text.
· Who is making the argument?  How do you know?  What ethos does it create, and what values does it assume?  How do you know?
· How does it try to make the writer or creator seem trustworthy?

Group 3: 

· What authorities does the argument rely on or appeal to?  How do you know?
· What facts are used in the argument?  What logic?  What evidence?  How is the evidence arranged and presented?

Group 4:

· What claims are advanced in the argument?  What issues are raised, and which ones are ignored or, perhaps, evaded?  How do you know?
· What are the contexts—the social, political, historical, cultural—for this argument?  Whose interests does it serve?  Who gains or loses by it?  How do you know?  What would you have to do to find this information?  

Group 5: 

· What shape does the argument take?  How is the argument presented or arranged?  What media do the argument use?

· How does the language or style of the argument work to persuade an audience?  Were you convinced?  Was this a successful argument?  Why/Why not?
Notes: Make sure you use specific examples from the text in answering each question.  You want to be able to point to a specific part of the text and explain what it is doing and how it is doing it.  Write your answers on a clean sheet of paper.  Your group will turn in one copy per group.  Make sure everyone’s names are on the paper so that everyone gets credit for the work.
