Major Project 1: Genre Critique
Background

In your most recent paper, you analyzed three examples of a genre to determine what the expectations and constraints of that genre might be, and how the examples you chose are working with (or against) those constraints. In doing so, you most likely began to think about the genre critically, considering what problems the genre might pose, and for whom. 

We have also been discussing arguments, including evidence, claims, and stakes. This paper is your first opportunity to take the analytical skills you’ve been developing and use them to produce a full-fledged argument.  


Your task

For this paper, you will choose a genre and perform a 5-7 page critique of that genre, using the questions on page 161 of Scenes of Writing as a starting point. You will need to find three examples from your genre to serve as textual evidence for your paper, and create an arguable claim about the possibilities and limits of that genre.

Your example for this paper will be the genre critique on page 154 in Scenes of Writing (which we discussed today in class). 


Choosing your genre

Because any genre can be analyzed for its important features, your choice of genre was wide open for your last paper. For this paper, you’ll need to think about the possible stakes of your paper before deciding on a genre. While cookbooks may present opportunities and limits for their users, it will be hard to say why these limits or opportunities should matter to your reader—especially if your reader is not a world-class chef. On the other hand, looking at the fine print in credit card offers would give you the chance to say something meaningful about who is best equipped to read and understand these terms of agreement, and who might be at a disadvantage for doing so. Please visit my office hours if you’d like to talk through the question of stakes in relation to a genre you’re thinking of writing about.
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