Final Genre Project
Your final project is to do an in-depth study of a particular scene, genre, and topic, in order to produce a piece (or pieces) of writing in your chosen genre that will target a specific audience. You will also be required to determine what “publishing” venue will be appropriate to reach your audience using your genre. After your genre piece is produced, you will write a paper analyzing the purpose and effectiveness of the rhetori​cal strategies that you have used.

The project consists of four parts, completed in the following order:

· A proposal detailing the scope of your final project

· A piece of writing in a genre of your choice

· A 5-7 page paper analyzing your piece of writing

· An informal presentation explaining your project to your classmates

Each of these elements will be explained in greater detail in separate assignment sheets in this packet.

1. Brainstorm possible scenes, topics, and genres. At this point, they do not need to relate to each other.

2. Look at the scenes, topics, and genres you’ve developed, and pick a few that seem the most interesting and “do-able” to you. If you’ve chosen a topic, brainstorm particular scenes and genres. If you’ve chosen a scene, brainstorm possible genres and topics. If you’ve chosen a genre (you’ve guessed it!), brainstorm pos​sible topics and scenes. This may require some research or informal interviewing.

3. Decide on a genre, topic, and scene. Then do some “research” into the audiences that are associated with this genre, topic, and scene. 

4. Determine what “publishing” venues are available to target this audience. 

Keep in mind that there are a variety of media that incorporate written texts: Music scenes, for example, involve song lyrics, album notes, concert flyers, etc. Visual art exhibits in galleries or museums often include artist statements, descriptions of individual pieces of art, promotional materials, and coffee-table books about the exhibit. Business letters often appear on letterhead, and may be accompanied by brochures and/or business cards. Poetry submitted to a literary magazine is often accompanied by a cover letter, but also may be read aloud at an open mic.  Think outside the box!
Short Assignment 4: Project Proposal
In order to frame your thinking about this project, you will first be required to submit a proposal. For this part of the project, I will be your audience, and your overall goal is to convince me that your project presents an effective way of reaching your chosen audience through a particular genre and publish​ing venue.
Your proposal will involve the following:

Statement of objective (1-2 pages)

Audience analysis (1-2 pages)

Publishing venue analysis (1-2 pages)

Statement of Objective
What are you trying to achieve through this project? This section presents an overview of your scene, topic, genre, audience, and publishing venue. It should give a comprehensive context for your piece, and include the stakes (why this project matters), and why it is important for you to undertake the project. 

This sections of your proposal should make a convincing argument about why this project is im​portant for you to complete. 
Audience Analysis
Once you’ve determined what scene you’d like to respond to, you’ll need to get to know the audience you’re targeting. What age group are they in? What are their interests? How do they typically get their information? Once you’ve determined what your audience is like, what rhetorical strategies will you use to target them?

This section of your proposal should make an argument about why those rhetorical strategies are appropriate for your audience. 
Publishing Venue Analysis

In order to make the link between your genre piece and your audience more literal, you’ll need to determine what “publishing” venues are appropriate to reach your audience. How do the authors of different genres in your scene reach their audience? Through the newspaper? Putting up flyers? Word of mouth? Speeches? Song lyrics? The radio? Film screenings? Leaving brochures in an office or a coffee shop? Posting a web page? Sending a message out on a listserv? 

This section of your proposal should make an argument about why this publishing venue is the best way to reach your chosen audience through your chosen genre. 
Short Assignment 5: Genre Piece
For this portion of the final project, you will be carrying out what you’ve outlined in your proposal. The goal here is to produce an effective piece of writing that can reach your audience through your chosen publishing venue. 

Genres, as we’ve often discussed, are more than just textual—they involve visual and tactile elements, too. As the sample projects did, your project will need to replicate the genre in its entirety (so keep this in mind when you choose your genre). 

Major Assignment 2: Genre Piece Analysis
Now that you have completed your genre piece, your task is to make a 5-7 page argument about how your piece is using rhetorical strategies to effectively reach your audience. 
Perhaps the hardest part of this assignment will be to go beyond describing your rhetorical choices to sin​cerely analyzing them. The following questions are a good place to start in terms of engaging with your genre piece: 

What opportunities did this genre provide you with? How did you capitalize on these?

What limitations did you discover while working? How did you address those limitations in the final product?

What factors influenced your choice of audience and/or publishing venue?

What rhetorical strategies did you consciously make in order to reach your audience? 

What rhetorical strategies did you make unconsciously, and realize later? How do these choices relate to our study of genre?

Feel free to use the first person (“I”) in your paper when necessary, but keep in mind that using the first person is sometimes a shortcut and shuts down deeper analysis. Although you may include information about how you made choices or executed them, the paper should do more than tell the story of how you produced the genre piece.
