Due Monday, 10/8.  Reverse outline needs to be saved to your web manager system or memory stick, and you also need a printed copy with you in class.    

In They Say, I Say, Graff and Birkenstein stress the importance of entering into a larger conversation.  While the They Say/I Say model will in many ways be the cornerstone of how we discuss writing in this class, we will take as a point of departure that before you, as writers, can begin to engage in this dialogue, you have to be pretty certain that you REALLY understand both what and how “they” are saying anything at all.  

In order to do this, we are going to spend time individually and as a class dissecting not just what but also how James Loewen says what he says in “Handicapped by History.”  

Your mission for Monday is to begin to do this.  How?  By paying a relentless amount of attention to this complicated text.  You will make a sort of map of Loewen’s argument to help you to figure out what is going on.  You will need to pay close attention to what is going on in each individual paragraph.  As you read, be on the look out and code for the following:

· Places in the Text where Loewen engages with what other folks say.

· Places where he uses evidence to persuade you.  What sort of evidence is he using?

· Places where he lets you know what he thinks.  What specific words does he use to let you know that he is expressing what “he says”?

· Sometimes these rhetorical moves may be a little tricky to identify, which is why you will also need to do the following:  Briefly summarize what each paragraph does.  (For example, “Gives background info on Helen Keller.)

My suggestion so that you don’t drive yourself crazy with this assignment is that you attempt to be very organized.  Make a key for your codes and stick to it.  For example, yellow highlighter is where “Loewen engages with the ideas of others.”  Pink highlighter is a spot where he is using evidence.  And so on and so on.  

You must also create a reverse outline for the topics of each paragraph.  Your outline can be as simple as this:

Paragraph 1:  Introduces concept of heroification.  Defined as a “degenerative process that makes people over into heroes.” 
This is a lot of work, but it is productive and generative work that will make the writing you have to do on this piece later much easier.  (And, I have a hunch it will ultimately make your grades on those papers better…)

In the space below, please answer the following questions about the assignment:

1.  What are you turning in?

2.  Make a list of the steps that you need to go through in order to do this assignment:

3.  Make a more specific list of things you need to be looking for, in your own words:
