Rompogren – ENGL 131 G, Spring 2011

Rhetorical Strategies
Examples of logos, ethos, and pathos
	Appeal to Logos (Logic)
	Appeal to Ethos (Credibility)
	Appeal to Pathos (Emotion)

	-Theoretical, abstract language
-Denotative meanings/reasons
-Literal and historical analogies
-Definitions
-Factual data and statistics
-Quotations
-Citations from experts and authorities
-Informed opinions
	-Language appropriate to audience and subject
-Restrained, sincere, fair minded presentation
-Appropriate level of vocabulary
-Correct grammar
	-Vivid, concrete language
-Emotionally loaded language
-Connotative meanings
-Emotional examples
-Vivid descriptions
-Narratives of emotional events
-Emotional tone
-Figurative language

	Effect:
	Effect:
	Effect:

	Evokes a cognitive, rationale response
	Demonstrates author's reliability, competence, and respect for the audience's ideas and values through reliable and appropriate use of support and general accuracy
	Evokes an emotional response


Activity: Perform a rhetorical analysis of M.K. Asante’s “Two Sets of Notes.”
1. How does Asante appeal to Logos? What evidence does he use to support his argument? Is his argument logical? Find page numbers to support your answer. 
2. How does Asante appeal to ethos? Does he seem like a credible writer? Do you think he is a reliable writer? Do you trust his competence in talking about education? Find page numbers to support your answer.
3. How does Asante appeal to pathos? Did you feel an emotioned response to his writing or his argument? If so, explain why and provide page numbers. If not, give some examples of what he could have done to appeal to readers emotionally. 
