How I Encourage Students to Annotate While Reading…

For each reading we do over the quarter, I ask students to post their thoughts about it to GoPost the night before we’ll have a class discussion.  (I post as well.)  
My prompt to establish the conversation thread usually looks like this…

After you've read and annotated the text, use this space to post the following:

x  Three words you looked up while you read.

x  A quote from the text (including it's page number) and a once sentence explanation of why you chose it.

x  A comment for discussion.

x  A question for discussion.

Before giving this assignment…  

In class we go over each of the details they’ll be responsible for offering.  We talk about:

· what kinds of words might be useful to look up (i.e. don’t look up silly things you know the definition of already)
· what kinds of quotes might be worth thinking about a bit more (curious, confusing, central, vague, boring ones)
· what kinds of comments and questions count as discussion worthy (i.e., ones that actually lead to conversation and that would be worth hearing other people’s thoughts on).  

After all students have posted thoughts…  

I like to pull these together into a handout that can be used to motivate class discussion.  Students have time in class to read what others posted; they can ask one another to clarify their comments; they can work together to answer questions; and so on…

