Lesson Plan: Working With Introductions
Goals: 

  - Think about introductions as a genre. 

  - Destabilize conceptions of what introductions are and do.

  - Strategize for consciously using and creating introductions in essays.

Class Prep:

1. Comment on introductions in students’ essays. Prepare to pass back these comments in class the day you do this lesson plan.

2. Have students read the Intros section in Acts of Inquiry for homework.
3. Organize roughly 7 small groups, about 3 students per group.

4. Choose several different introduction examples from varying sources and genres. I used  “The Communist Manifesto,” Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, A History of Appalachia, A Tale of Two Cities, my MA essay, Mill’s On Liberty, and The Genre of the End Comment.  Remove the title and author info from the intro, and print out one copy of each for class. (Really cool would be to also be able to project each example for the class, using technology or transparencies.)

5.  For my class, we also read William Carlos Williams’ introduction to Howl and Other Poems.

Opening Questions in Class:

- What is an introduction?

- What do introductions do?  Why are they important?

- What do good introductions do?  (interesting, get us to argument, overview of coming material)

Strategies for / Types of Introductions*:  (here’s where AI comes in)

- Discuss the different “models” for Intros that AI uses. What are the benefits and drawbacks of each? When might a writer choose to use each?
Groupwork
1. Each small group takes one Intro example.

2. Questions for groups:

  - Briefly summarize your example

  - What does this feel like an intro to?  What does it set us up to expect from the rest of the text?

  - Which strategies (from AI, or otherwise) does each intro employ?  How does it do so?  

  - Does it have a roadmap?

  - How can we apply strategies from this to our own writing?  

Report-Out/ Wrap-Up

- Go around, and have groups read their example aloud and describe what they discussed. If possible, project the example so the rest of the class can follow along.

- “Reveal” to the class what the examples are from. Have some meta-cognitive reflecting time to think about if the “expectations” set up in the Intro match what the text is.

