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For this written analysis of Didion’s essay Sentimental Journeys MISC Sequence #2, Paper A, I would like you to try to go further with what it is Didion means by a sentimental narrative, using the text and our conversations from class. 

First, restate what a sentimental narrative is in your own words.  You might want to use one or more of Didion’s explanations to support your own definition.  This should set the tone for your paper—why a sentimental narrative works--
Next, choose a few particular elements from Didion’s essay—an “artifact” (news event that was or was not reported on; newspaper headlines; characterizations in the media of the players) and evidence Didion uses to support her argument.  Analyze how this narrative operated within the sentimental story of New York, according to Didion.  This will most likely involve thinking about (and writing about, of course!) what social realities are being obscured, public emotions and perceptions, the relationship between the public and the media, etc. 

Then, research newspaper articles and stories from selected narrative and READ them paying careful attention to word choice while moving away from facts to incite readers to feel “emotion” for either the victim, the perpetrator, etc.  Headlines matter as does the way the author spins the story.  You should research/review AT LEAST 3 articles; you should use AT LEAST 2.  
Choose from these topics: 

Harlem

Central Park

Bernard Goetz

Malcolm X 

Al Sharpton

Howard Beach
Peter Franconeri

Laurie Sue Rosenthal
Bensonhurst

Black Monday

School Construction Authority

Frederick Law Olmsted
Mortimer Zuckerman 
Tawana Brawley

Flatbush Boycott
John “Dapper Don” Gotti
Robert Chambers

Matias Reyes

AIDS

Crack Epidemic in 1980’s New York
Scottsboro Boys

Jennifer Levin

Linda Fairstein

This is a completely DIFFERENT college essay—you’re researching one of the stories and showing how it fit into the cray-cray that was New York at the time, paying particular attention to the LANGUAGE used to target the audience/an audience…what was being ignored IN YOUR STORY (just yours—not the entire text...) and why do you think this was?  Lots of ways to approach/attack this story. 
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