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English 131

Composition: Exposition

2016-2017 Fall Semester

Eastlake High School

Ms. Horner-E-mail: rhorner@lwsd.org-425.936.1500 -Rm. C225

Course Description(:


The Course is designed to facilitate your development of critical academic writing skills that will help you become a successful writer in any discipline. We will focus on key transferable traits of “good writing” (and yes, we will define what this is). Using a framework that we will refer to as the outcomes, we will practice creating cohesive, complex and conscientious arguments rooted in detailed analysis. These outcomes or objectives are listed as follows:

1. To demonstrate an awareness of the strategies that writers use in different writing contexts.

2. To read, analyze, and synthesize complex texts and incorporate multiple kinds of evidence purposefully in order to generate and support writing. 

3. To produce complex, analytic, persuasive arguments that matter in academic contexts. 

4. To develop flexible strategies for revising, editing, and proofreading writing. 

In other words, the outcomes involve these elements: Close Reading, Research, Writing and Revision. We will investigate ideas that reflect personal and public investment. This means you will be asked to acknowledge the stakes, (the “so what?”) involved in our readings and in your own writings. We will discover that there is not one correct formula to write an academic paper. Instead, this class illustrates the necessity of understanding rhetorical situations or the context of an argument and strategies that individual writers, including you, carefully choose in order to persuasively argue complex claims (ones that are nuanced and require detailed analysis to support). 

This is a writing intensive course and you will be writing every week. Given that writing is a continual process and arguably never complete, you will be constantly writing, sharing your writing with your peers and extensively revising (as in re-visiting your entire argument and not just fixing grammatical errors) your work throughout the quarter. Writing is collaborative and learning from your peers is often one of your greatest resources. You will be asked to reflect on your writing-This is called “metacognition” and means that you are conscious of your own thought processes. 

The overall theme that I have selected for this semester is “American Ethnic English” (AEE). Our class will generally be organized around AEE and how authors employ, challenge, and define this term in relationships to power, culture, and identity. Our first sequence will move to critically engage more broadly with how power operates and its ties to culture and identity.  

Course Overview & Options:

English 131 at Eastlake High School is guided by the University of Washington’s 131 English Composition Course and uses the same materials, books, and requirements used on campus at UW for 100 level English courses.  Students who take this course have the option of working to earn 5 quarter UW credits and establish an official transferable UW transcript. Students may register as UW students during the first weeks of class.  Payment and registration forms are due UW Registrar’s Office October 30th   —Registration Fee $45, Course Fee $325 for 5 quarter credits.  (During second semester, students will have the opportunity to register and earn 5 quarter credits for Comparative Literature 240).  To receive credit, a student must enroll and pass the course with a minimum 2.0 grade.  Enrolled students will receive a HS grade and UW grade, while students who are not enrolled in UW will receive only a HS grade. Please review this syllabus thoroughly; I look forward to supporting you in developing vital skills for college, career, and life.

Course Materials and Texts

REQUIRED-bring to class everyday 
· Contexts for Inquiry: A Guide to Reading, Research, and Writing at the University of Washington.  

· School Laptop 

· Additional readings provided by the instructor.

RECOMMENDED

· Lunsford, Andrea. The Everyday Writer 

Both of the books are available in sufficient supply at the University Bookstore Textbook Department at the University of Washington Bookstore in Bellevue.  They will be shelved with textbooks for extension classes. You'll need to acquire these books by Monday, September 8th.    

Assignments

In this course, you will complete two major assignment sequences, each of which is designed to scaffold the skills necessary to fulfill the course outcomes. Each sequence requires completion of a variety of shorter written assignments (2-3 pages), each of which target one or more of the course outcomes.  These shorter assignments will help you practice the outcomes, and build to the major paper (5-7 pages) at the end of the sequence.  You will have the opportunity to significantly revise each of the major papers using feedback from instructor comments, peer review sessions, and writing conferences.  Toward the end of the course, you will compile and submit a portfolio of all your work along with a critical reflection.  It is important that you keep all drafts of all writing assignments. Also keep all peer responses and notes from instructor comments and conferences.  While I will have great empathy for you if your hard drive crashes, I will not accept it as an excuse to not have previous drafts.  I strongly recommend a cloud-based storage option for your work.  The school provides you access to Microsoft One Drive.     
Course Policies

Attendance and Tardies

According to EHS policy, course credit is lost on the seventh absence (though excessive absences below seven can also harm your grade). The fourth unexcused late entrance into the classroom converts to one absence; the eighth unexcused tardy counts as a second absence, and so on.    

Make up work

If you miss class, you're responsible for ascertaining what happened during your absence by checking the class website as well as turning in any assigned work within a comparable amount of time.   Check with a classmate to see what you missed in class and with your teacher after school during tutorial time to clarify confusing issues. Though after-school help can be given, remember that missed classroom activities often result in learning of limited quality.  Graded discussions, for example, are difficult to replace or make up

Late Work

In class work, and homework: Will not be accepted late, no exceptions. 
Short Assignments (SA) and Major Papers (MP): As university students, you are expected to turn in assignments in a timely fashion. Since this course is based on a portfolio system that requires all of your work from the semester, you are required to complete every assignment even after the due date. I will not give feedback on late assignments this includes essays that are turned in late for peer review (If you do not have a complete draft peer reviewed before it is turned in to me, it is considered late and I will not read it).  This means you will not receive crucial suggestions to improve your work for the portfolio.  It will be your responsibility to seek out feedback from an adult with writing experience. I understand that on some rare occasions there are legitimate and compelling reasons (an illness or death in the family) that prevent people from turning in assignments on time.  In such instances, please contact me immediately so we can devise an alternative plan. In keeping with university procedure, major papers must arrive on the assigned date, even if you are gone from school that day.  
Conferences

Part of your participation grade in this class includes two conferences with me.  These conferences will typically happen before the two major papers are due and are to discuss your ideas and concerns for the project, as well as any other concerns you may have.  Remember, these are mandatory and will be beneficial for the development of your paper and overall progress. About a week before the conferences, I will provide a sign-up sheet for times to meet with me and will discuss more details about how to prepare.

Grading

Your grade in this course is based on two categories:  class participation and the final portfolio

1. Class participation (30%)

Essentials:  Attendance (Absences or being late—excused/unexcused reasons do not matter—this is an opportunity to take your learning seriously), Participation, Large & Small group work, Being Prepared, Quizzes, 2 Mandatory Conferences, Assignments Done When Due, Appropriate Classroom Work Behaviors, and posting at least 5 comments on our discussion forums during the sequence of the course.

This course is an interactive one.  While there will be some lecture and note-taking, we will also be collaborating with each other as scholars and writers through conversation, group work, and peer review.  It is not possible to receive a perfect participation grade without contributing to the large class discussion. Missing class, coming in late, and packing up early can affect your grade because participation can not be made up outside of class.  Obviously, the more class you miss, the lower your participation grade will be—even if these absences are excused at the high school level. You are expected to pay attention (that means staying awake) and to not be a distraction during class time (this means staying off your phone *gasp* I know).  Please turn off cell phones, remove headphones, or any other things that may make noise, and further, please do not text message while class is in session, or you will be asked to leave and marked absent.

2. Final Portfolio (70%)

Essentials:  Cover Letter, One Major Paper, Two to Three Short Papers (and having ALL assignment sequence materials complete and organized).  *Including partially completed assignments or assignments that do not show a thoughtful process will lead to an “Incomplete” portfolio.
The portfolio will include the following:  one of the two major papers, two to three of the shorter assignments, and a critical reflection that explains through a claim-driven argument how the selected portfolio demonstrates the four outcomes for the course.  In addition to the materials you select as the basis for your portfolio grade, your portfolio MUST include all of the sequence-related writing you were assigned in the course (both major papers and all the shorter assignments from both sequences).  A portfolio that does NOT include all of the above will be considered “Incomplete” and will earn a grade of 0.0-0.9 (F).  The grade for complete portfolios will be based on the extent to which the pieces you select demonstrate the course outcomes.  Again, the portfolio will be worth 70% of your final grade.

*Portfolio Evaluation Rubric (see attached in-depth rubric)*

3.  College & HS Grades

Because this course is portfolio based, The HS grading system will be based on performance in the course up until the portfolios are completed and graded.  Parents and students are encouraged to meet with Ms. Horner personally to assess how the student is doing overall and get feedback.  Email is the best route for on-going communication, but face to face meetings can also be arranged before or after school.

All students will receive a high school grade for the courses, and ONLY those who are registered UW students and have paid the registration and credit fees will be given a UW grade as well as a high school grade upon completion of the course.  

Formatting for Written Work

· MLA documentation: Including Heading (word processed, 1 inch margins—all sides, double-spaced, 12 pt Times New Roman font) Some assignments will be written in a genre that requires a different format, you will be informed of this ahead of time
· Sequence of submission (final draft, commentary, rough draft, preliminary writing, self-assessment rubric or checklist).  This sequence will be included in your portfolio.

· Submit final electronically to Turnitin.com.
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Academic Honesty

It is the policy to report all students suspected of plagiarism to the Office of Student Affairs for review.  Plagiarism in the Expository Writing Program includes:

· failing to accurately cite sources

· representing someone else’s work as your own

· undocumented paraphrasing

· the resubmission of work completed for another course or purpose

· undocumented collaboration
1st Offense= A Zero on the Assignment
2nd Offense= Loss of credit in the class (Remember English is a required high school course to graduate. If you lose credit in this class as a senior in high school you will not graduate from high school.) 

Classroom Rules of Conduct & Participation
1. Cell phones, iPods, and game systems must be turned off and put away—if you need to take an emergency call, step outside the room.  Otherwise, complete text messages when you go to the “bathroom!” or before or after class.

2. Come to class with all required materials. 

3. Maintain a productive learning environment. Refrain from cheating, swearing, interrupting, and whining.

4. Reading is critical. If you do not read, you will suffer needlessly.

5. Attend to personal needs before coming to class (bathroom, phone calls, text messages, etc…). 
6. Follow all Eastlake High School rules and guidelines.

For Students Seeking UW Credit

UW Record/Student ID/PAC/UW NetID

When you register for a UWHS class, you are establishing a permanent UW record. You will receive a UW student identification number and your grades will be recorded on your official UW transcript. Once you are registered, you will receive a transaction summary/confirmation of enrollment. You need to keep this document. It contains your UW ID number, course information, and receipt for payment. UW student identification numbers are not released over the telephone. After you have registered, you will also receive a letter providing you with your private access code (PAC). KEEP YOUR PAC TO SET UP YOUR UW NETID. This code is used to establish your UW NetID (personal network identification). Once you have established your UW NetID, you may connect to MyUW to view registration schedule and grades and use the UW Library online resources. You should set up your UW NetID as soon as you

receive this information. This is not the same as the accounts set up for applying to UW; these are accounts for students paying tuition.

UW Library Cards

If you wish to obtain a UW library card, you need to bring your registration confirmation, Transaction Summary, to the cashier’s office in Suzzallo Library. This summary will indicate to the library the exact dates of the course so you can be issued a card for the duration of the course.  *It is likely that our class will go to UW for a campus tour as well as visit the library and get access to our library cards.

Getting a Transcript

As soon as the UW Extension Office receives final grades from the teacher, they are sent to campus for recording. This can take up to two weeks. There is a fee for an official transcript. The number of the transcript office is 206-543-5940; the website is http://www.washington.edu/students/reg/transcripts.html.

Transferability of Credit

There is no way UW can guarantee that another institution will accept credits earned through UWHS. Typically, most schools accept transfer credits from UW, but there are always exceptions and rules change from year to year. You need to individually check with each school to which you are applying/attending regarding the transferability of credits.

Registration for UW credit will occur in the WFC class during the first weeks of the program.  The final deadline for submitting your registration and payment is October 1. 
Students with an IEP or 504

Students who have a 504 plan or IEP in high school and who take dual credit classes at the university, but whose classes are in the high school (as with UWHS courses) have to submit documentation and register with the Disability Services Office as if they were a regular college student.  The staff work with students to explain that their accommodations may not be the same as in high school and that they need to meet the standards for the college level course, etc.  The accommodations determined at the high school level do not automatically apply.  Through an interactive process, the staff in that office work with the student to determine accommodations based on higher education law.  

 Students can contact the Disability Services Office to make the accommodation request: Disability Services Office, Suite 836, Condon Hall, 1100 NE Campus Parkway, Seattle, Washington 98105, Campus Mail: Box 354560. Hours: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday. dso@u.washington.edu Voice: 206-543-6450 or 206-543-6452 (TTY)

Acknowledgement of Course Guidelines and Expectations for Writing for College

In an effort to save paper you have the option of signing this document electronically and having your student turn it in electronically to Haiku. You will receive an email from your student asking you to sign an Adobe Document. Please complete the signature field as well as the other text fields. Once you click the blue Sign button the signed document will automatically be sent to your student for them to turn in. If you would prefer to turn in a hard copy simply print out the signature page, sign and turn in to Ms. Horner in class. 
For students:  I have read the syllabus paying particular attention to the assessment, late work and academic honesty/plagiarism policies.  I know if I have any questions or concerns I should address them with my instructor as soon as possible.  I will also share the syllabus with my parent/guardian and if they sign this, it is expected that they have read and understand every component of the course requirements, particularly the college level grading and performance standards.  This syllabus will be followed completely, no recourse is allowed as this will not help you in gaining valuable experience and a true reflection of your work habits, capacities, and needs for growth.  
Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________Date: ____________________

Primary Point of Contact Parent/Guardian Name(s): 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature(s): ____________________________________________________________________________Date: _________________________

Email(s): _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________Work Phone: ______________________________________________

Concerns: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your education is of utmost importance.  Please do not hesitate to discuss any concerns with me.  

Please turn into the Haiku Syllabus Assignment online or in person to Ms. Horner by Friday September 4th 

Course Requirements in a Nutshell


2 finished, 5-7 page argumentative papers, written in process approach: rough draft, response, revision, final draft sequence (all process pieces must be included in portfolio)


6 short paper assignments


a number of internally-related assignment sequences offering varied types of writing assignments that target the course outcomes, are based on readings from Context for Inquiry, and build complexity as students prepare for the 5-7 page papers


an emphasis on writing


a focus on close reading/analysis, application of concepts, and intertextuality


peer and instructor response to each assignment sequence


2 student-teacher conferences over the course of the year


adherence to MLA documentation style


Final portfolio of student work








( From Leanne Day’s UW Spring 2012 Syllabus





