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SA 1.1 College Application Essay Turnitin.com and Eportfolio by Oct 3rd
Your Task: 
From a college or university application (available on line or from our Career Center), choose one question which best leads to a significant and eloquent revelation of yourself.  Keep in mind that most overworked Admissions Officers will not read a lengthy document: try to keep it to two pages, max (most colleges will give you a specific length to follow, in that case stick to the length requirements).

Having selected a question, please pursue it with the following steps in mind:

1. Brainstorm, first in thought or conversation, later in writing, three to four possible essay topics and some illustrations usable with each.  Keep your options open until you’ve explored the possibilities of writing about several experiences.  
2. As you draft and later revise this paper, take special care to:

· Develop a clear focus

· Use powerful nouns and verbs (minimize to be verbs—am, is, are, was, were)

· Include concrete images and specific examples
3. Presumably, you will write about something you care about, yet the intricacies of your emotions should be SHOWN to the reader rather than TOLD.  The reader will, hopefully, identify with the experience in ways that you, as writer, intended.

As you choose your topic, AVOID:
· Use of second person: “ you” or “your”

· Essay topics that deal with social, religious or political  themes that argue the “right” side of the argument.

· The classic stereotypes of the genre

“How _______(sport) has formed my character.”

“How my trip to _______(travel spot) has forever changed me.”

“How ____________(person, usually now deceased) has made me who I am today.” Though your paper may touch upon some of these experiences, be aware that these often explored topics may make college essay readers groan……

Format: Meet the word requirement of the assigned essay—typically college entrance essays are between 500-700 words or about one page, single spaced with one inch margins and 12 point font. 

Turn in 

1. Submit your draft to turnitin.com 

2. On your eportfolio create a page entitled Compendium
a. On that page create a content block entitled SA 1.1 College Essay
b. Upload your paper to this content block. 

After you have revised from your peer responses, save a copy to be turned in at the end of the semester in your portfolio to the same content block. This should be a new enriched and polished edition, in which you have incorporated the recommendations of your peer editors.  Presumably you will mail the revised essay to the college or university to which you are applying.  

Outcomes Targeted: 
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SA 1.2: Summarizing for Different Audience Turnitin.com and Eportfolio Mon., Oct. 12th /Tues Oct 13th 






YOUR TASK:

Part One: about ½ a page per summary. Single spaced

Total: TWO summaries about 1 page total

You will be writing two summaries of Amy Tan’s “Mother Tongue” for two different audiences – The Seattle Times readership and a personal Facebook note for your Facebook friends.  This means you need to summarize Tan’s “Mother Tongue” and think about how you will position your summary to fit your different readerships.  You will need to use two properly integrated and cited quotes for each summary; think about which quotes will be most appropriate for the audience.  You should ask yourself the following questions to get started on this task:

· Who are the readers (socio-economic class, race, gender)?  What language or “englishes” do they use?  Are there particular words or phrases that might specifically address one readership (for example: slang or internet abbreviations like “lol” or “omg”)?

· What would these readers be most drawn to or care about the most in your summary?

· Which two quotes will be the most accessible for the readers?

*Think about the visual format of your summaries and feel free to be creative with how you present your summary on the page (newspaper article and a Facebook note).

Part Two: 1 page reflection (meta-cognition). Double spaced

In a one page reflection, comment on why you created each summary the way you did.  Explain how genre and audience influenced your rhetorical choices.  How did knowing your audience, The Seattle Times readership and your Facebook friends, affect the linguistic choices you made in your summaries?  How did you reframe or re-present Tan’s arguments to suit your readership?

Part Three: Post your facebook status (if you do not have a facebook or other social media site, please see me)

Take a screen shot of the post and any comments made (comments are not required, but if no one responds to your post did you really do your summary right???) and include that in the word document you turn in. 

OUTSTANDING SUMMARIES WILL:

· Effectively summarize Tan’s argument (using the four main elements of summary)
· Take into account the different audiences and appropriately orient the language to fit
· Thoughtfully reflect and explain the linguistic choices made in the summary
· Properly integrate and cite two quotations for each summary
Outcomes:
SA 1.3: Genre Analysis
Turnitin.com and eportfolio Mon 26th /Tues.,27that 7:00am

YOUR TASK:
Required: 1.  “Mainstream English is Key” editorial –Los Angeles Times Staff

Required: 2.  “Tense Present” excerpt – David Foster Wallace
Choose: One of the political cartoons attached.

Make sure you identify at the beginning of your paper which political cartoon you will be assessing.

In a 2-3 page paper, you will do a genre analysis on the editorial, “Mainstream English is Key” from the Los Angeles Times and one of the corresponding political cartoons attached.  You will also use the David Foster Wallace excerpt to help discuss these arguments.  Since the editorial and the political cartoon are about the same subject (the Oakland school board resolution to use Ebonics), you will be responsible for assessing how the authors establish their arguments using different genres.  This means you will be comparing a visual text with an opinion-driven text.  You should describe the Big Four, what types of claims each argument makes and what appeals are used in order to clearly claim which piece is more effective.  You should consider the following questions, but do not feel limited or required to answer all of them.

· What constitutes both of these genres?  What goes into or comprises an editorial article versus a political cartoon?

· How does the genre, editorial and political cartoon, influence the argument’s construction and its effects on the reader?

· Which is more effective in conveying an argument and why?  Does this depend on the audience?  If so, explain.

· What does the author have to assume about his or her audience in order to express his or her argument?  How is this tied to the “stakes” of the argument?  What are the stakes?

*The Wallace excerpt is to be used as a supplement and should not be the focus.

OUTSTANDING GENRE ANALYSES WILL:


· Establish criteria for each genre – what goes into an editorial’s argument versus a political cartoon? – to show how the genre affects the argument

· Make a claim for the more effective text and explain each argument clearly using integrated quotations

· Demonstrates intertexuality by putting multiple texts in conversation thoughtfully

· Discusses the stakes involved in the presentation of an argument

Outcomes:

Resources: 

1. Los Angeles Times Editorial Staff’s “Mainstream English is Key.”  1996.

http://articles.latimes.com/print/1996-12-22/opinion/op-11589_1_standard-english 

2. The Landmark’s Political Cartoon.  1997.

http://motherjones.com/politics/1997/01/racism-30-minutes-or-less-0 
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3. Alex Raffi’s Political Cartoon – Rebel Yell. 1997.

http://alexraffi.blogspot.com/2009/10/ebonics-cartoon-fiasco.html 
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Jim Borgman’s “A New Ghetto.” Context for Inquiry p. 549.
MP 1: Comparative Rhetorical Analysis    
Due Dates:

· Intro and Claim Due: Friday October 30th to turnitin.com (and eportfolio)

· First Draft Due: Monday/Tuesday November 2nd  /3rd to turnitin.com (and eportfolio)

· Draft 2 Due: Wednesday/Thursday November 4th /5th to turnitin.com (and eportfolio)

YOUR CONTEXT:

Our sequence has taken us through a range of genres and we have explored how authors have made arguments about language and identity.  In SA 1.1, you wrote a college essay to self-reflect on your life and practice adjusting your writing to fit your audience and purpose.  SA 1.2 allowed you to experiment with summarizing Tan’s “Mother Tongue” to different audiences and cultivated an awareness of the big four.  Most recently, you wrote a genre analysis and acquired the skills to put texts in conversation with each other.  MP1 will build upon our trajectory by having you rhetorically analyze how authors make claims about language and identity and will ask you to formulate a claim about these issues.

YOUR TASK:


You will explore the relationship or comparison between two texts, Tan’s “Mother Tongue” or James Baldwin’s “If Black English Isn’t a Language,” and one outside text of interest to you, to discuss language and identity.  In a 5-7 page formal academic paper, you will make a debatable claim that comparatively analyzes the arguments the two texts make about language, race, power, identity, etc. in America.  In other words, you will focus your analysis on the rhetorical moves these texts make (what arguments are made) and what they express about language and identity.

Your claim should articulate what we can learn from these two texts about language and identity through comparing the authors’ rhetorical strategies.  Note how the texts appeal to ethos, pathos, or logos with attention to context, genre and audience.  The following questions will help guide your brainstorming process, but don’t feel constrained by them.

· What do these authors/texts suggest about the status of language and identity and how do they offer insights into these issues?

· How do these authors/texts use tone, style and generic conventions to convey their arguments and to what effects?

· How does the context and audience influence the author’s/text’s rhetorical strategies?

· What appeals to the reader does each text make?  What types of claims are being made?  How do these affect the authors’ or texts’ arguments?

OUTSTANDING PAPERS WILL:

1. Articulate a debatable claim that compares the rhetorical moves in both texts.

2. Provide sufficient textual evidence to support persuasive analysis.

3. Explain each author’s arguments and puts the two in conversation with each other (intertexuality) and synthesizes them to connect to the claim.

4. Correct usage of MLA format for citation with a Works Cited

Outcomes:
*A cultural artifact could be a written, visual, or audio text including, but not limited to, advertisements, commercials, poems, other essays, public service announcements, art, songs, music videos, a scene from a TV show etc.
We have been working understanding and analyzing our rhetorical situations in order to determine how our situations shape the writing we will produce. In addition, we examined Socratic appeals to understand the effect our writing can have on specific audiences. This assignment requires you to fully understand your rhetorical situation and use the appeals for the purpose of getting into the college of your choice. 





	We have been working on rhetorical analysis and establishing the “big four” in writers’ arguments.  In looking at different genres, we’ve experimented with visuals like advertisements, newspaper articles, and even writing for social media to show how authors employ a range of rhetorical strategies to convey their claims.  This assignment will ask you to utilize your newly acquired skills of summary and quotation integration in conjunction with audience awareness.








	In your last short paper, you practiced summarizing and quotation integration to illustrate your understanding of audience and context.  In class, we have worked on analyzing claims across genres and have already begun to investigate the Oakland school board decision about Ebonics.  This assignment asks you to continue that conversation by doing a genre analysis.  This will help you become familiar with putting different texts in conversation with each other.  Since MP 1 will involve an intertextual analysis between multiple genres, this is an opportunity for you to practice both of these elements.





1. Required Text: Amy Tan’s “Mother Tongue” OR James Baldwin’s “If Black English Isn’t a Language”


2. Required Text: Choose ONE cultural artifact that speaks to language and identity (explicitly or implicitly).  You must include this text or an easily accessible link to it at the end of your paper.








