SA3:  Synthesis—Making connections between SA1 & SA2
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We have conducted a visual analysis on a two dimensional artifact in order to begin understanding how stereotypes can be socially constructed through media.  We have explored compelling arguments concerning language, identity, and stereotyping in Lippi-Green (1997), Ramamurthy (2007), Smitherman (1998), and Eckert and McConnell-Ginet (2001).  We have also made ‘connections’ between texts and a visual artifact and texts in class.  Now, it is time to make ‘connections’ between your own visual analysis (SA1) and our readings (SA2+) in order to develop an argument that we want to explore for Major Paper 1.
Your task:

Step 1:  In addition to SA1 and Ramamurthy’s (2007) “Constructions of Illusion,” (SA2) choose 1-2 other texts from our in class readings that you expect to work with in Major Paper 1.  Review your synthesis worksheet developed Monday. 
Step 2:  Formulate a gist (an overarching idea) of the three works you have chosen.

Step 3:  Explore the connections you have made, incorporating examples and using transitions to signal relationships among ideas and authors.

Step 4:  Develop a tentative argument* based on your synthesis of the texts and SA1.

Guiding questions:

· With your synthesis worksheet in hand, do you notice any similarities or differences between the texts?  Are the ideas weighted in one direction or the other, as they are in our readings?  On what points do the authors agree?

· How does your SA1 relate the conversation between the scholarly texts?

· What is your position in this conversation?  What will you argue in Major Paper 1 concerning stereotyping in media?
Audience:

Your audience is your instructor.  This text will be discussed at length in one-on-one conferences next week in order to prepare everyone for the first major paper.  Keep in mind that your instructor has read the material.  Focus on the synthesis itself as well as developing your argument for the first major assignment.
Evaluation:

· Explore meaningful ‘connections’ between texts SA1, SA2, and two other class readings

· Identify an overarching idea that brings together the ‘connections’ made between texts SA1, SA2, and two other class readings

· Support your ‘connections’ with appropriate quotations or evidence from all texts

· Develop an arguable major claim in the conclusion of your synthesis, based on what ‘connections’ you investigated

· Demonstrate an organized, logical flow of thought and exploration, using transitions to signal the direction of your synthesis
Due:  Wednesday (4/24) at 12:00 PM.
Format:
2 -3 pages, double-spaced, one inch margins
Times New Roman, 12 pt. font size
500 - 600 words

Outcomes:  1, 2, 3
