Step 1:  Individually.  Read through the sample student synthesis paper.  Make marginal comments as a reader—what surprises you?  What confuses you?  What makes you want to know more?

Step 2:  Group.  Now reread the sample student paper once more with your group out loud.  Evaluate the student paper using the course’s scale below (this is what I also use when responding to your papers).  Provide comments beneath each explaining why you chose to evaluate it in that way.  Be prepared to report out.

Outstanding – Strong – Good – Acceptable – Needs Improvement

· Explore meaningful ‘connections’ between texts SA1, SA2, and two other class readings
· Identify an overarching idea that brings together the ‘connections’ made between texts SA1, SA2, and two other class readings

· Support your ‘connections’ with appropriate quotations or evidence from all texts

· Develop an arguable, complex claim* in the conclusion of your synthesis, based on what ‘connections’ you investigated

· Demonstrate an organized, logical flow of thought and exploration, using transitions to signal the direction of your synthesis
Step 3:  Group.  Develop a list of possible areas to revise that are not grammar-related.  Be prepared to share this with the class.

Step 4:  Individually.  Reflect on what you and your group discussed.  Brainstorm ideas for your SA3, based on the synthesis worksheet you brought to class today.  How will you present your synthesis paper to your classmates?  What components of the evaluation rubric are you most confident about?  What are you least confident about?

Step 5:  Group.  Present your synthesis ideas in 3 minutes or less.  Give constructive feedback to your peers, when you are not speaking: what else should the writer consider?  What possible arguments could come out of the writer’s synthesis paper?

Step 6.  Individually.  Reflect on the feedback you received from your group.  What are your plans for writing the synthesis paper?  If you have already begun drafting, what are your plans for possible revision (ranging from elaboration to deletion)?  If you find yourself having difficulty answering these questions, create an outline of what you will do with your synthesis paper.
