ENGL 131 I

Activity: Performing Intertextuality

History, Hypes, Heroes

This activity has two parts: writing a mini-play and performing it in class. 

Part I: Writing a Mini-Play

Your assignment as a group is to write a mini-play or a dialogue between the authors and artists whose work you have already read:     

Anandi Ramamurthy, senior lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies at the University of Central Lancashire, the UK; 

James W. Loewen, best-selling author of Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your High School History Textbook Got Wrong (1995) from which the essay “Heroification” is taken;

Arthur Penn, director of the highly acclaimed The Miracle Worker (1962); and 

Shepard Fairey, artist who designs Barack Obama’s inspiring “Progress” and “Hope” posters. 

The Setting: At an academic conference at the University of Washington. These special guests are invited to a roundtable discussion on History, Hypes, Heroes. It is your task to flesh out the connection of these three terms.  
The Task:  From what you know about these artists and authors’ concerns, ideologies, specialties, styles, weaknesses, arguments, etc. write a dialogue in which they question and respond to each other’s work. What kinds of questions would these authors have for each other? What would they like to have clarified?  

Tips: Try as much as possible to embody these artists-authors in terms of how they would speak and represent their ideas: draw from your knowledge of their rhetorical strategies, claims, ideologies, intended audience, and vocabulary. Be sure to look to your texts for direct quotes that you may want to use. 

Part II: Performing the Play
Each group will perform the play in front of class for 10-12 minutes. Make sure that the play – when actually performed – is within this time limit. After the performance, I would like to save 5 minutes for the whole class to give compliments, comments, and questions to the performing group. So in total, the whole presentation of each group will last about 15 minutes.  

Suggestion: As each group has 5 members or more, those who do not impersonate the 4 artists-authors above can act as a moderator who would guide the discussion. In the beginning of the discussion, the moderator can ask each of the artists-authors to talk a little bit about their work. The rest of the group members can also act as the audience who participates in the Q & A session at the end. 

Goals of this project

· To engage in a more complex intertextual discussion than you have been asked to do before; to gain and demonstrate a clear understanding of the readings and how they relate and interact

· To recognize academic conventions and practice using them by asking questions, going to the text for evidence, situating your ideas in a specific textual context; to recognize that you can and must use the texts to talk about these authors’ arguments

· To make close reading and understanding of texts a collective activity

My hope is that these “plays” make visible the ways in which these academic and visual texts are brought into dialogue with each other through you: you become active participants in this dialogue, as well as the dialogue you are beginning to construct in your writing in response to the texts we read in this class. This activity should prepare you for making intertextual arguments in your own writing.


