English 110

Personal Statement

Shorter paper 1.2

Due Thursday January 15, 2009
Personal statements are difficult and frustrating to write, and are also very important when you apply for jobs and other opportunities. With this assignment, you will not only gain skills in the genre of the personal statement but also, if all goes well, create a piece of writing that you will be able to use in the future.

Choose Your Own Assignment

Your first task is to find your own assignment: the personal statement or other essay component of an application you might actually consider submitting within the next couple of years. This could be an application to a major or school on campus; it could be an application for a scholarship, internship, or study-abroad program; it could be a job application. The prompt might be called a personal statement, or a statement of purpose, or just an essay, but it should ask for about 300-600 words and it should ask you to talk about some combination of your personal qualities, your experiences, and your goals. You must bring in the prompt for approval on Tuesday January 13.

[image: image1.jpg]


Features of the Personal Statement Genre
As we will see, successful personal statements share a few attributes that your essay should be sure to include:

· direct response to the prompt and to the specific opportunity

· specific details about past experiences

· specific connections between past experiences and personal qualities and/or goals

· specific and achievable goals for the future

· a sense of larger purpose

Rhetorical Strategy

Whatever the prompt, this essay should use all the rhetorical strategies at your disposal to put your best foot forward and seem as professional as possible. It should be 1-2 pages double-spaced and must, of course, be spell-checked, proofread, and grammatically correct to the best of your ability. 

Resources
Here are a few websites to get you started looking for an opportunity you might want to apply for: 

Scholarships: 

http://www.washington.edu/students/ugrad/scholar/scholarships
Jobs:


http://careers.washington.edu/Students/HuskyJobs
Study abroad:

http://www.ipe.washington.edu/
