
Major Paper Assignment #2:
Bibliographic Essay

In your first major paper, you explored effective ways to make and support a claim. You completed a rhetorical analysis of a text, analyzing the implicit and explicit claims made by its author. Constructing an argument is an important skill, one that you will continue to refine throughout your college career. Often, though, you will be called on to write papers with no overt claim in which you are required to draw on other skills such as conducting research, summarizing an author’s argument, communicating the importance of a topic or issue, and putting texts in conversation with one another. To these ends, your second major paper will be a bibliographic essay.
For this assignment, choose a topic that resonates with your academic interests. This can be anything, but it should be something that matters to you, and you should be able to articulate why it matters to an “outsider”—an academic audience who may not be familiar with your topic. Choose three to five academic books or articles pertaining to your topic and write an essay examining their arguments in relation to one another. You should begin to get a sense of “the field”—in other words, the research that has already been done on your topic and where your sources stand in relation to one another.
Your paper should include:

· A thoughtful and succinct articulation of why your topic matters (what are the stakes?)
· Three to five carefully selected sources
· An organizing principle (put your texts in conversation in a way that makes sense—DO NOT merely summarize them)

· Evidence of relevant and properly-cited library research (MLA or Chicago format)
· An awareness of intertextuality (in what ways do your texts speak to each other?)

A successful paper will be well organized (so that the reader can follow your line of inquiry) and reasonably free of syntactical and grammatical errors that may impede meaning. As was the case with the first major paper, your second major paper should be 5-7 pages in length.
Rubric:

	
	Outstanding
	Strong
	Good
	Acceptable
	Inadequate

	Thoughtful, succinct articulation of the stakes of chosen issue
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of three to five relevant sources (academic and properly-cited)
	
	
	
	
	

	Clearly identifiable organizing principle
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear awareness of intertextuality
	
	
	
	
	


