Chelsea Jennings


Annotation Lesson Plan

This lesson plan should be scheduled on a day when you’re assigning a new text for homework. It requires an overhead projector, but could also be adjusted for use in a computer-integrated classroom. 

Preparation: 

Copy the first paragraph or first page of the text, in a larger-than-normal font with double spacing, onto transparencies (one identical transparency for each group; I used five groups). Make sure to bring one wet-erase marker (available in A-101) per group. 

During Class:

1. Split students into groups and give them instructions to annotate the text however they normally do. You can explain the word “annotate,” but the goal here is not to give them too many suggestions about how to do it. 

2. Give students several minutes (5-10, depending on how long the text is) to work as a group to mark up the text. 

3. Have each group present their annotation, answering the following questions:


* What aspects of the text did you mark, and why?


* What symbols did you use, and why?


* Did your group members disagree about what or how to annotate, and why?

4. As a class, discuss the different priorities and strategies of the different groups (or different group members), and use this as an opportunity to point out particularly effective ways of annotating that happened on the transparencies. Here you can insert whatever wisdom about annotation you’re hoping to convey; I explained that annotation can help you read a text as you go along, but it’s also important for helping you find your way around a text when you come back to it (i.e. to write a paper that uses the text). (I also tell them that I will be glowing with pride if their textbooks are so marked up that the bookstore won’t buy them back.)

5. Assign a specific annotation-related task to go with that night’s reading.

During the Following Class:

Before discussing the reading itself, reserve time to discuss their experiences with annotation, and use the annotation activity to structure or start off the discussion about the text.

