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1. I broke them up into 6 groups:  2 for poetry, 2 for literature, 1 for the Maher piece, and one for the Newsweek piece.  I wanted to double up the poetry and fiction just in case one group did not come up with good results or in case one author’s style differed markedly from the other’s, but in both cases (lit and poetry) the groups produced useful results.

2. I did not actually “read” these sources for cohesion, and I proudly announced to the class that it was up to them to supply their findings.  This worked out well for me, as when I visited the groups, I felt like I could be more of a true collaborator.  

3. The concept of “cohesiveness” was introduced before the activity in a mini-lecture, but the concept wasn’t immediately grasped, so I made sure to visit the groups and correct misinterpretations.

4. This was designed for a 50 minute class period—I left 15 minutes for the reporting phase, and I asked them to tell me about the effects of cohesiveness and also to find specific words and phrases that the author used often to create cohesiveness to get them thinking about concrete aspects of language and how to manipulate them.

Materials I used:

Bishop, Elizabeth.  “The Armadillo.”

(Excerpt from) Conrad, Joseph.  Heart of Darkness.

(Excerpt from) Ellison, Ralph.  Invisible Man.
Heaney, Seamus.  “Digging.”

(Excerpt from) Maher, Bill.  When You Ride Alone, You Ride With Bin Laden

Moreau, Ron and Sudip Mazumdar.  “A Red Scare in New Delhi.” Newsweek 3 Dec 2007.

Rich, Adrienne.  “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers.”

Thomas, Dylan.  “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Goodnight.”

Student portion:

Purpose:

The purpose of this activity is to draw your attention to the following:

1. The devices authors use in order to create “cohesion” in a text

2. The benefits and the limitations of deciding to write coherently or incoherently

3. That coherence may depend upon the genre of the text

What is Cohesion?

I say a text is cohesive (others might say “coherent”) when elements within it bind it together as a unified whole (see Eggins 24).  Sometimes, given the appropriate context, no specific devices are required to establish coherence, but, as Suzanne Eggins reminds us in her book, An Introduction to Systemic Functional Linguistics, “if most texts are to make sense to readers or listeners, the links between the parts have to be more easily recoverable.  Making the links between the parts of a text recoverable is what the resources of cohesion enable language users to do” (31).  Specifically:  when you are writing an argument, you usually don’t want your reader trying to figure out how your points, or paragraphs, are related to each other—you want to control those relationships by making them explicit.  This is one way of creating cohesion in your papers, and it is addressed by Outcome 3, subpoint 5, which asks you to “utilize a clear organizational strategy” and “effective transitions” to develop your argument.  In addition to contributing to success with Outcome 3, you should be aware that certain ways of creating cohesion are more acceptable in certain genres;  thus, how you management of cohesion (or, depending upon the effect you wish to create, lack of cohesion) should be informed by the genre in which you are writing.

How is Cohesion Created?

First, keep in mind that any aspect of your writing that establishes a link between one part of the text and another is creating coherence.  Thus, even if it isn’t mentioned here, if it is serving the purpose of drawing the text into a unified whole, usually by referring the reader back into the text, or forward to a later point, it is a cohesion tie.  A logical relationship between ideas, established by a transitional word or phrase, can also be a cohesion tie.  

Some common categories of cohesion ties are the following:

1. References to things mentioned previously, or to things about to be mentioned

2. Logical relationships between clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or ideas;  expressed by:

A. Transitions (however, in spite of, because of, thus, therefore, moreover, furthermore, although, in other words, for example)

B. Conjunctions (for, and, not, but, or, yet, so)

C. References to a previous set of ideas (As I said earlier, I will return to this point later)

3. Expectation relations between words;  for example, if the word “arrest” appears, and it is a medical context, it is predictable that a doctor is going to show up soon.

Instructions:

Part 1

You have each been assigned to a group, and each group is working with a particular genre of text (poem, magazine article, novelistic fiction, argument).  Please read over the example that you have been given, circling all of the instances of cohesion ties you can find.  Then, as a group, answer the following questions.  You will be reporting to the class on your findings.

1. Is this text cohesive or does it lack cohesion?  Provide examples to support your claim.

2. What kinds of cohesion ties are favored by the author of the piece you looked at, if any?

3. What “effect” is created by the author’s decision to use cohesion the way he or she did?  Please support with examples.

4. Finally, based on your limited readings from this class, comment on how cohesive a text has to be in order to be considered “normal” for the genre that your group looked at and what strategies are favored in this genre.

Part 2—Homework (due Thursday)

Select a paragraph from any of your short papers and circle all of the cohesion ties that you used.  Consider the genre and audience that your paper was written for and revise the paragraph for cohesion, making sure to use the appropriate cohesion strategy for the audience and genre, and taking care to think about the effect you are trying to create.  Finally, compare the original paragraph and the new paragraph and answer the following questions:

1. What was your intended effect with the revised paragraph?  Why did you want that effect, and is it appropriate for your audience?

2. What specific choices did you make in your revision that create the effect you were going for?

