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From a young age, every child in Singapore is taught that the
surest way to succeed in life is to have academic success. Ed-
ucation is seen as a way to secure your bread and butter as it
leads to a well-paying job, which then allows you to afford a
comfortable lifestyle. Of course, few would argue against ed-
ucation being one of the most important things in a person’s
development. But when the stakes for being the smartest in
your class are so high, the education system inevitably be-
comes a rat race for the highest numbers and the best scores.
There is an “overbearing focus on grades and paper qualifica-
tions are elevated to unholy heights and worshipped,” and this
pressure gives birth to a generation of Singaporeans who are
risk-averse, lack the motivation to think critically, and don’t
have the drive to innovate. The Singaporean education system
is touted as a meritocratic one that allows students the free-
dom to climb the social ladder provided that they are hard-
working enough to achieve the grades to advance. A meri-
tocratic system seems fair as grades and paper qualifications
don’t lie, but this encourages a tunnel-vision approach to edu-
cation, ignoring the many aspects of education which cannot
be measured by numbers. Is meritocracy at fault, then, for
creating a generation of humanistic robots? I will examine
and critique the current educational system in place by high-
lighting its faults and advantages, as well as by drawing con-
trasts with the systems in other countries. I hope to propose
a way to reform Singapore’s education system for the better,
to one that is more holistic, aiming to produce a generation
of creative and motivated thinkers, which will help Singapore
progress even further into the 21st Century.
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